
Pastor Heller’s Corner 
"It was good for me to be afflicted." Psalm 119:71 

 

None of us are happy when trouble comes. We look upon trouble as an in-
truder. We do not seek trouble. In fact, we seek to avoid it at all costs. Yet 
the psalmist says: "It was good for me to be afflicted.” 

 
Our Christian lives are not void of trouble. The Lord tells us that we will expe-
rience trials that will try our very souls. We will cry out in the agony of our 
soul: "Lead me to the rock that is higher than I" (Psalm 61:2). We seek ref-
uge in God's promises, power, and love. We dig deeply into the Scriptures. 
We crowd the throne of God with our prayers as we confess: "Other refuge 
have I none." And God answers in His own way and at His own time to make 
all things work together for our good. The clouds soon pass; the sun shines 
again. Our faith is strengthened, our hopes are brighter, and a new song is 
on our lips. 

 
Through our troubles, we can be helpful to others who are in trouble. Re-
member that in the Lord's service "only wounded soldiers will do." So the 
Lord equips us for better service to others wounded in life's battles. 

 
PRAYER: Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side. Amen. 

 
Blessings 
Pastor Heller 
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A WORD FROM PASTOR REINKING 
 

Christ the King Update and Help Requested 

 
We have certainly been blessed in the short time since the Christ the King mission has been launched.  God has provid-
ed a wonderful space for us to meet and engage the community.  Our lease was finalized on August 19 and we have 

been working hard to get the facility ready to begin ministry. 
 
We have had good support from several volunteers in helping with this process.  The building was in good shape, but as 

with all properties (especially one that has been vacant for six months), there was a good bit to do.  Utilities have been 
hooked up.  The grass has been “tamed”, weeds trimmed, and weed killer put out.  Several projects have been com-

pleted inside including: touch up painting, painting 3 Sunday School rooms, filling holes in the drywall, replacing air fil-
ters, and a thorough cleaning of the building.  Many of the donated items have been moved into the facility as well.  Our 

landlord and her employees have been gracious and helpful to us.  She has donated and installed at her cost six beautiful 
chandeliers in the sanctuary and is providing labor to help remove the old sign and install the new one.  Additionally, 

she has given us a 10% discount on items purchased at her hardware store, Commerce Hardware. 
 

I am very excited about the ministry opportunities that await us in the new location!  Since the building was previously 
used as a church, it has the look and “feel” of a church.  There is a sanctuary, a fellowship hall, office, classrooms, plenty 

of restrooms, parking, and an outside area.  This will be a great space for us to grow into.  The location is a high traffic 
area near several businesses where customers will notice us.  The physical address of Christ the King Lutheran Church 

is 42 Ila Road, Commerce, GA and our mailing address is PO Box 314, Commerce, GA 30529.  The phone number is 
(706) 423-9813.  Our website, www.ctkcommerce.org is under construction.  We are also in the process of re-finishing 

the sign that was there.   
 
With our location secured, there will be many tangible things happening.  We will not start with a full-blown Sunday 

Service right away.  On Friday September 19 at 6:30 PM there will be a prayer meeting held to pray and dedicate the 
building to the service of our Lord.  We will pray for the ministry that God has placed before us and for the people of 

the Commerce area.  On Wednesday September 24, a Bible Study will begin called “Foundations of Faith” that is open 
to the public.  Our “Wednesday Night Light” activities will include study of God’s Word and a time of food and fellow-

ship.  These activities will begin at 5:30 PM and end at 7:30 PM.  All are welcome to attend.  We are also looking to-
ward beginning a free tutoring service as a “mercy ministry” service to the community.  Plans are underway for this and 

our goal is to have it started in mid to late October.  
 

With a new ministry beginning there are many needs (and wants) as we begin.  God’s people have been very generous 
so far and we already have had many items donated to Christ the King.  Below you will find a list of things on our “wish 

list.”  I have prioritized them into 3 categories based on the importance and time frame needed. 

 

If you would like to contribute in helping secure these items there are several ways that you can assist us: 

1.  You may have some of the items and if they are gently used you can donate them directly to the mission. 

2.  Financial contributions may be made to the restricted fund at Trinity to assist with purchasing the items. 

3. You could purchase items and donate them to Christ the King. 

While not the primary motive in making donations, remember that you can receive a tax deduction donating in any of 

these three ways.  If you donate an actual item then you would need to get a statement from Trinity as to what was 
donated to save for when you file taxes. 

 
Additionally, donations should be an additional offering.  We do not desire that any of the regular funds that you have 

pledged or regularly give to Trinity be reduced in order to support Christ the King Lutheran. 
 

Continued on page 3 

http://www.ctkcommerce.org
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Continued from page 2 

 
We also welcome volunteers!  We will have opportunities in the future to assist with various outreach events and in other 

ways.  Additionally, we need people to keep the nursery and teach a children’s class during our Wednesday night Bible Study 

which will be beginning soon.  We are also planning a free tutoring service to the community so if you would like to volun-

teer to tutor that is also welcome.  If you would like to volunteer to cut grass or clean that is also welcome.  Finally, and 

most importantly please include Christ the King in your prayer time as we pray for the Lord to use this ministry in a mighty 

way and to prepare the hearts of the people in the Commerce area to hear the Gospel. 
 

Please contact me if you wish to donate a specific item or volunteer. 
 

In Christ’s Service, 
 

Pastor Aaron Reinking 

amreinking@hotmail.com 

(706) 789-3951 (home) 

(706) 207-3110 (cell) 

Items need right away 

Church sign 

Desk 

Desk chair 

Two chairs for visitors to the Pastor’s 

office 

2 large bookshelves 

Small bookshelf 

2 small whiteboards and markers 

Large whiteboard or clipboard with 

paper pad on a tripod for teaching 

Cups, napkins, plates, and utensils 

(disposable) 

2 pack and play cribs 

2 highchairs 

Changing table 

Large trashcan 

Several small trashcans 

Mop 

Mop Bucket 

Ladder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Items needed as we grow and 

move toward our first Worship 

Service 

Basic kitchen items (pots, pans, etc.) 

Electric stove 

Refrigerator 

Kitchen island 

Shelving for pantry 

Communion wine 

Communion wafers 

Individual Communion cup filler 

Communion linens 

Advent wreath and candles 

Dry Cleaning for Paraments 

Pulpit 

Lectern 

Altar 

Elder Robes 

Elder crosses 

Cintures (rope for robes) 

Wireless speaker 

Shell or item for Baptisms 

Baptismal candles 

Baptismal napkins 

Children’s toys 

Sports balls 

 

Items that would be nice to have, 

but not as immediate of a need 

Cabinets 

TV/DVD Player/Cart 

Grill 

Banner stands 

Processional Cross 

Paraments (black and blue) 

Acolyte robes 

Lutheran Service Book Hymnals 

Children’s books 

Playground 

Paschal Candle 

Chairs for Pastor, elders, acolyte 

Outdoor storage shed 

Lawnmower 

Weed eater 

Gas can 

mailto:amreinking@hotmail.com
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 MILITARY ADDRESSES 
 

Scott R. Coulter 

130 Tuckahoe Trace 

Yourktown, Va. 23693 

  

Ian & Sarah Ensley 

17215 Meadowlark Lane 

Wamego, KS 66547 

 

Sr Airman Brent Kickbush 

PSC3 Box 2121 

APO AE 09021 

 

Tom Lalicki 

31 Farmington Ave 

New London, CT 06320 

Sunday School for 

ALL AGES begins 

with opening each 

Sunday at 8:45 A.M. 

Kids Cross Craft 

Club meets the 

second Sunday of 

each month fol-

lowing the ser-

vice. Lunch and 

craft time is en-

joyed by all who 

attend. The Club 

is open to grades 

Trinity is always in 

need of volunteers. 

There are many ways 

you can serve, such as; 

ushering, altar guild, 

reading, acolyting, 

serving coffee fellow-

ship after a service, sponsoring the altar 

flowers for the week, helping with weekly 

grounds maintenance, 

etc. Please sign-up in the 

Gathering Room. Thank 

you for your servants 

heart. 

 

September Birthdays 
09/02 Jane Hoeferkamp 

09/03 Ann Perry 

09/03 Dale Willard 

09/05 Nicholas Manske 

09/07 Dan Jeffords 

09/11 Ashley Johnson 

09/12 Joan Walters 

09/12 Alex Bunker 

09/15 Robin Golub 

09/21 Lynn Wolfe 

09/24 Dolores Stallings 

09/24 Elizabeth Earley 

09/24 Dan Manske 

09/25 Harper Scott 

09/25 Katie Lambert 

09/26 Landon Meeler 

09/26 Evan Conway 

09/26 Kaylee Freeman 

09/28 Dee Burke 

09/28 Tom Russell 

 

September Anniversaries 
 

09/02 Peter & Joy Pirkel 

09/05 Tom & Judy Russell 

09/10 Dick & Ruth Wittenburg 

09/17 Frank & Emma Gile 

09/19 Dan & Lori Manske 

09/23 Charles & Alexia Kubiak 

09/24 Roger & Jessica Nilsen 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars!  

Annual Thrivent Luncheon and  Meeting will be held 

at Trinity on Sunday, November 2nd beginning at 

12:30 p.m.  
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ELDERBERRIES SEPTEMBER EVENT:  

Come join us for lunch, planned by Ken 

Green at The Georgia Club, on Sep-

tember 13th  at 12:00 where we all will 

enjoy Fun, Food and Fellowship.   Please 

sign the sign-up sheet in the Gathering 

Room if you plan to join us.  See you 

there! 

Farewell Summer…Camp Koinonia kids had a blast!  

We had an awesome time this year with our themed summer day camps and Vaca-

tion Bible School. Through songs, stories, games, crafts, and field trips, we learned 

about growing closer to God and one another. It was great! Thank you so much to all 

who participated, assisted, and donated time, materials or prayer to make these spe-

cial events happen. Keep up the learning and good times with Sunday School and 

more throughout the year! 

 

Lutheran LIFE 
Lutheran LIFE is the official communications instrument of the Florida-Georgia District of the 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Lutheran LIFE is designed to inform LCMS church and 

school members of the activities, the personalities and resources offered by the Synod and the 

District. If you would like to receive Lutheran Life Magazine please let the church office know 

so they can put you on the mailing list. 

Trinity’s elders (and one wife) served at the NEGA 

Food bank in August. 
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Dear members of Trinity, 
 

I regret not being with you today for this important congregational meeting where you will be discussing the next 

steps in planning Trinity’s campus.  We are all still a bit stunned by the new look of the landscape here and I am 
sure that most of you are still missing the beautiful pine grove we’ve enjoyed for so many years.  But while we are 

all still recovering from this huge change, we also need to focus on the cleanup, and what the future holds for this 
place.  Pastor has asked that I outline a few thoughts to launch this effort.  As a landscape architect, my role is to 

assist you, the congregation in evolving a plan that is unique to this church, its programs, and activities and above all 
is consistent with our mission: 
 

Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Boldly 

Praise God fully 

Serve others joyfully 
 

You may ask, “What does a landscape plan have to do with these lofty and holy goals?”  Well, I would like to urge 

you to think beyond the idea that landscape is simply beautification.  Indeed, we pray our plans beautify the site – 
but that they also glorify and accommodate what happens here in this very special place!  Please know that it can be 

so much more than flowers, shrubs and trees - beyond just being beautiful.  It can be so much more!  We need to 
think in terms of our stewardship to this gift of land – 10 acres to be used for God’s glory. 
 

With this in mind let me offer these thoughts.   
 

Think creatively – Think practically 
 

These two aspects need not be mutually exclusive.  A truly great design must be based on both. Practically the 
campus must consider things like: 
 

 Having a plan to guide our work and to help avoid unnecessary and costly work and redo’s 

 Represents a public landscape (not a home landscape) 

 Requires a minimum of work and is easily maintained 

 Contains hardy, easy care plants 

 Reasonably priced Safe 

 Workable pedestrian and vehicular circulation and safe parking 

 Accessible to all 

 Based on environmentally sustainable practices (stewardship) 

 Complies with municipal regulations 

 And the list goes on … 
 

Creatively, we need to consider all opportunities; those that exist based on the congregation, its activities, and 

needs as well as what the site itself actually has to offer.  Some ideas to get you thinking might include things like: 
 

 Educational/Environmental play area for Trinity’s children and schools 

 Plants of the Bible 

 Growing things 

 Nature lessons 

 A safe place to play/interact with natural materials (water, dirt, plants, critters) 

 A memorial grove (to receive named or unnamed donations from members and/or Friends of Trinity) 

 Labyrinth (formal walking meditation) 

 Youth camp area/fire ring 

 Outdoor Picnic/Park-like area 

 Small Ball fields (non-regulation) 

 Community Gardens (for congregants or even the community) 

 Prayer Path 

 Meditation/Prayer Garden 

 Outdoor Worship Area 

 Columbarium  
Continued on page 7 

Marguerite Hamburg is a licensed Landscape Architect whom we are blessed to have as part of our 

Trinity Family. She has graciously agreed to lead us in our campus renewal project. Below is a letter 

from Marguerite to the congregation regarding the process as it begins.  
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Continued from page 6 

 
I want to stress that all of these ideas are just that – ideas.  They are offered to stimulate thoughts on what directions 

we might be inspired to take and to get the ball rolling on the “next steps” to be undertaken after the cleanup and 
stabilization of the land. 
 

As a landscape architect I hope to assist in determining the “next steps”.  Before we can begin designing a plan – it will 
be important for the committee to meet with Trinity’s various boards, get survey feedback from the congregation, 

and determine the kinds of things we as a congregation would like to see as part of our campus.  This feedback will 
become the Design Program – a list of requirements and facilities to be included in the final plan. 
 

Based on the design program and the site attributes, a preliminary plan will be developed.  Once there is a preliminary 
plan -a number of meetings will take place to give the congregation opportunities to review plans and give comment 

and feedback before the plans are finalized into a Master Plan. 
 

Once the congregation approves a Master Plan, a phasing plan will be established.  The thinking here is to divide the 
plan into doable parts – so that it can be implemented systematically.  Implementation of these phases would be con-

sidered on a case-by-case basis depending on where the need is greatest and available funds.  Each phase will have a 
maintenance schedule to assist the Board of Church Properties in management of the campus landscape.  It is hoped 

that individuals and groups will volunteer to help maintain the campus assisted by the maintenance schedule, which 
will describe the types of maintenance, best practices for pruning and fertilizing, as well as a seasonal time schedule for 

the care of each area. 
 

Yes, this is a very ambitious project.  But with your help and prayers – Trinity has a wonderful opportunity ahead of 
us. 
 

Again, as we move forward be mindful of our mission, think creatively and practically, and keep this project and all 

who contribute to it in your prayers! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Marguerite Hamburg 

The committee overseeing this project consist of: 

 

Pastor Heller  

Marguerite Hamburg—Landscape Architect 

Warren Willard—Board of Church Properties Liaison 

Shannon Veeder—Principal 

Sandra Sheridan 

Sam Earley 

Shashana Reinking 

 

 

 

Their first meeting is 

scheduled for Tuesday, 

September 16th at  

11:00 AM 

 

Practical Thinking +  
Creative Thinking +  

Prayer  =  
A beautiful & 
Resourceful 

Campus that 
will bring joy 
for years 
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Trinity’s YarnWorks Ministry made a delivery to A Child's Voice is located in Social Cir-

cle, GA. Below is a report of what the ministry offers: 

After a visit today, I can report they truly appreciated the four baby blankets and lapghan 

delivered to them. It is a center designed to meet the needs of children for whom an alle-

gation of sexual or physical abuse has been made or for children who may witness a vio-

lent crime.  The children are brought in by non-offending caregivers. 

A Child's Voice serves Walton, Newton and surrounding counties.  It is not a shelter; it is a facility supplied with state-of-

the-art equipment that enables specially trained professionals to conduct consistent, non-threatening forensic interviews 

and medical examinations of children who have made these allegations. They coordinate the utilization of a multi-

disciplinary team approach to the investigation, treatment, and prevention of child sexual abuse and physical abuse; they 

meet monthly with police and prosecutors to discuss the various cases. 

...Nancy Burgess, Executive Director,  said they could use various sized blankets (baby and lapghan) and in boy and girl 

colors.  She also liked the idea of hats and scarves for the older girls to choose from after their visit. 

 

All in all, a very professional organization that fills a need in the community as a referral agency for children as risk.  

                                  

exam room and the frog where the 

small children lay and a lapghan 

would be used to cover them. The 

child picks out the blanket and after 

the exam, they take it home.  

 

 
Youth group starting off with a splash!  

The middle and high school students of Trinity are gearing up for a 

great season of fun and fellowship. We had a great kick-off pool party 

at the Maluegs and we have more adventures in the works. Set aside 

September 21st for another pool party (final one before cool weather 

sets in) featuring a semi-educational presentation and a tasty home-

made treat! We are also hoping to start a Bible study afternoon/

evening in addition to confirmation class. And please be watching for 

details on upcoming events: Halloween party, fall retreat, and more! 

For information, ideas, or inquiries, contact Kristin Schmidt 

keschmidt87@gmail.com or Bill and Brenda bjmalueg@yahoo.com .  

mailto:keschmidt87@gmail.com
mailto:bjmalueg@yahoo.com


P A G E  9  Think you don't need 

life insurance? Think 

again! 

 
If you died tomorrow, how would your loved ones fare financially? It’s 

not a pleasant scenario to think about, but not doing so can have 
serious consequences. September is life insurance awareness month 
and Thrivent Financial wants to encourage you to think about your 
life insurance needs and make sure your family would be protected if 

the unexpected were to happen. 
 

If someone depends on you financially, you need life insurance. It’s 

that simple. 
 

According to LIMRA1 roughly 35 million American households have 

no coverage at all, and most of those who do have far less coverage 
than financial professionals recommend.  
 

Life insurance can provide cash to your family after your death. 
Known as the death benefit, it can help your family pay for your fu-
neral and other final expenses, eliminate credit-card balances and car 

loans, and provide loved ones with income to live on for a period of 
time.   
 

Whether a person needs life insurance depends on his or her particu-

lar situation and financial objectives. For help determining if you need 
life insurance, Thrivent Financial suggests thinking of the following 
seven scenarios: 
 

You’re Married. Married people share a life with one another, but 
also share financial obligations. If you died suddenly, would your sur-

viving spouse have enough money to pay for your final expenses and 
be allowed to easily adjust to a new way of life? Life insurance can 
help ensure that these financial goals will be met. 
 

You’re Married With Kids. Having kids is an important reason to 
own life insurance. If you and your income were suddenly gone, 

would your spouse and kids be financially covered? Life insurance 
replaces lost income to help make sure those who depend on you 
will be provided for, no matter what life throws your way.   
 

You’re a Single Parent. As a single parent, you're the caregiver, 
breadwinner, cook, chauffeur, and so much more. It is critical to 
make sure that you have safeguarded your children’s future in case 

you are no longer there to care for them. Make sure you have 
enough life insurance in place and designate who will take care of 

your children in case the unthinkable were to happen. 
 

You’re a Stay-at-Home Parent. Just because you don't receive a 
financial paycheck doesn't mean you don't make contributions to your 

family that would be expensive to replace. If you were no longer 
there, could your spouse afford to pay someone to provide the child-
care, transportation, cleaning, cooking and other household responsi-

bilities that you handle every day?  
 

You’re Approaching Retirement. The kids may be gone and the 
mortgage paid off, but that doesn't mean Social Security or your 

savings will necessarily take care of everything that lies ahead. Some 
life insurance products can provide you with cash in your retirement. 
If you died tomorrow, would your financial strategy, without insur-

ance, enable your spouse to maintain the lifestyle that the two of you 
worked so hard to achieve?  
 

You’re a Small Business Owner. Life insurance can help protect 
your business in a number of ways in the event you, your partner, or 
a key employee dies prematurely. A buy-sell agreement funded with 

life insurance allows surviving business owners to buy the company 
interests of a deceased business owner at a previously agreed-on 
price. Key-person insurance can provide business owners with the 

flexibility to hire a replacement when the key employee dies.  
 

You’re looking to be generous. Life insurance can be used to 

leave a legacy to your favorite cause, charity or nonprofit organiza-
tion. You can make them the beneficiary of a contract you take out 
and it will provide for the causes you care about and give an addition-

al avenue to continue your generosity after you’re gone. 
 

 

 

Trinity Lutheran Academy 

September 9th—12th 

Monday—Thursday 9AM-6PM 

Friday 9AM—8PM 
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Jeff Williams, cancer 

 
Raven Cooper, Rheumatoid Arthritis 
 
Charles McMachem, pancreatic cancer 
 
Eric Bunker & Laurie, healing 

 
Michael and Saundra Hammons, healing 

 
Hazel Benton, breast cancer  

 
Edmonda Snow, liver cancer 

 
Luanne Worley, brain tumor 

 
Mark Martini, liver cancer 
 

Barbara Gearhart, ovarian cancer 
 
Trinity Lutheran Church & School 

 

 

2535 Jefferson Road 

Athens, GA 30607 

Our mission is to proclaim the gospel 

of Jesus boldly, to praise God fully, 

and to serve others joyfully. 

Statement of Purpose 

Trinity Lutheran Church exists to bring people to a 

saving faith in Jesus and into the fellowship of His 

family in order that they may mature in their  Chris-

tian walk as they are equipped for ministry within 

the church and a life of service to the world which 

glorifies God. 

Trinity Lutheran Church  

This Month Please Pray For 

706-546-1280 

www.trinity-athens.org 

Faith in Action is the monthly 

newsletter of Trinity Lutheran 

Church. All members are en-

couraged to submit articles, 

Board Chairpersons, please let 

us know what your boards or 

committees are doing. Turn all 

contributions for the news-

letter in to the Church Admin-

istrator no later than the 15th 

of each month.  Contributions 

may be submitted  by hard 

copy, email, fax or phone. 


